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How much does it cost to get a building permit? 
 
The Snohomish County Department of Planning & Development Services (PDS) calcu-
lates the plan check fee and permit fee amounts based on the County’s valuation of your 
structure.  This bulletin will help you determine the approximate cost of your build-
ing permit.  It is also a general guide to help you determine the valuation of your struc-
ture, using the following examples: 

 
2016 Residential Building Permit Fees - Based on VB Construction 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can calculate the cost of the permit and plan check fee by calculating the total val-
uation.  Then use the valuation of your structure and the valuation table to determine 
the permit and plan check fee.  Below is an example: 

  

First floor of new residence $112.65 per square foot 

Second Floor of new residence $112.65 per square foot 

Third Floor of new residence $112.65 per square foot 

Unfinished basement/Foundation only $15.00 per square foot 

Garage $44.63 per square foot 

Carport $35.70 per square foot 

1200 sq ft First floor $112.65  x  1200  =  $133,632.00  

800 sq ft Second Floor $112.65  x   800  =   $  89,088.00  

500 sq ft Garage $  44.63  x   500  =   $  21,450.00  

 Total Valuation $244,170.00 

 Plan Check Fee (from table) $1,173.74 

 Permit Fee (from table) $1,805.75 

 11% added to permit fee for 
Plumbing/Mechanical fixtures 

($1,805.75 x 11%) 

$   198.63 
 
________ 

 Subtotal 
3% technical surcharge 

Total Permit Fee 

$3,178.12 
       95.34 
$3,273.46 
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This Assistance Bulletin 
only applies to property 
within unincorporated 
Snohomish County and 
does not apply to property 
within incorporated city 
limits. 



Residential Building Permit Fees  

What is the additional cost for plumbing and mechanical fixtures? 
 
For new construction of single family homes and duplexes the permit fee is increased 11% to cover the cost of 
the mechanical and plumbing inspections.  You still need to indicate the number and type of fixtures on the ap-
plication, the calculation is no longer done per fixture.  This way if you decide to add or delete something you 
won’t be required to come in and obtain a new permit. 
 

Are modular home (mobile home) fees calculated the same way? 
 
Modular homes require a foundation plan check and permit fee based upon the square footage of the foundation.  
For mobile home fees, please contact Planning &  Development Services. 

 
When do I need to pay these fees? 
 
PDS personnel will calculate the exact building valuation and determine the plan check and permit fees after 
reviewing your application and plans when you come in to submit. The plan check fee is due when you submit 
your plans and application.  The permit fee is paid when the permit is issued.   

 
What if I have/need a septic tank and drainfield? 
 
Contact the Snohomish Health District at 425-339-5250 for requirements.  Please be aware that we cannot issue 
you a building permit without approval from the Health District if you are using a septic system and/or well.  
Additional fees will be due for Heath District review. 

 
Are there any other fees I should know about? 
 
There are other fees that may also be applicable and collected at submittal or permit issuance.  They include: 
 
 

Type of Fee Amount of Fee 

Base Fee (required for all applications) $80.00 per application 

Access/driveway permit fee for connection of 
driveway to county road 

$80.00 per connection 

Site Review Fee  $50.00 to $100.00 

Critical area site plan review fee (if required) $250.00 to $1,600.00 depending upon type of 
review 

Drainage and Land Disturbing Activities review 
fees 

See Table 30.86.510(2) SCC 

School, park, and traffic impact fees Varies by project and location 

Washington State Surcharge for building permits $4.50 

Technology Surcharge 3% of permit fees 

Snohomish Health District Additional fees may be due if you are on a septic  
system  
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